1027 Worthington Ridge 
1909 


Herbert Damon Herbert Damon (1874-1923), a stove 
dealer, & Edna Shaw (1879-1932). Herbert served in 
the Spanish-American War in 1898. 


Colonial revival 


Worthington Historic District 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 220 
1911 Herbert H. Damon current owner: Susan Rathgeber Kowalski colonial revival 


Herbert H. Damon, a stove dealer, bought the property in 1904 and completed the house in 
1911. 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. ro" 


1909 current owner: Sue Rathgeber Kowalsky 


Genealogy 


Mustered into service in the Spanish-American War in 1898, he was a Berlin native. At age 24 he enlisted 
in the National Guard. He was hospitalized (probably while in military service) from May26-June 4, 1898 
He lived at 1027 Worthington Ridge, having bought the property in 1904. He was a "stove dealer" 
according to catalog card notes. An Agricultural Society paper says he sold "Richmond, Glenwood and 
Gold Coin Ranges, tin roofing. Jobbing done promptly." The stove business was probably located on 
what is now Farmington Ave., Berlin, opposite the old Grange Hall (now a day care facility [2001]) Grave 
marked by flag and marker. Berlin records. 48:102 (1904 Directory. 1890, 1914 


Herbert Damon (1874-1923) son of Homer Damon & Josephine Longley. He married Edna Shaw (1879- 
1932) daughter of Francis Shaw & Carrie. Herbert is buried in Maple Cemetery. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior und/or exterior) 


The Herbert H. Damon House has a facade broken up in three large bays. 
The central entry is sidelit with a heavy paneled wooden door. To 

the right is a semi-hexagonal bay, to the left is a single oversized 
window. Sash on all elevations is mixed, but is generally 12-over-1l 
with 20-over-1 fitted in the oversized windows. The entry is pro- 
tected by a l-bay l-story flat-roofed porch on square posts. A flared 
overhang at the second story can be found on all elevations. The 
steep lower slope of the main roof gambrel is treated as a wall, with 
shed-roofed dormers flanking a central projecting pedimented pavillion 
centered over the entry bay. The pavillion has fenestration sug- 
gesting a palladian-style window and a projecting peak on mutules. 
Side elevations show a raised brick basement and small diamond-pane 
windows on the first floor. A modern deck has been added to the rear. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued! 


Herbert H. Damon, a stove dealer, bought this property in 1904, and com- 
pleted the house in 1911, as a series of construction liens show. The 
house is architecturally significant as a fine and unusually well- 
preserved example of the type of Eclectic Revival house built by the 
middle class during the early decades of the 20th century. Unlike 
later examples, which grew increasingly more formal and academic, the 
Damon House blends elements of half a dozen Colonial and Classical 
styles. The gable roof is borrowed from the Dutch Colonial style, 

the overhang recalls 18th century vernacular houses, the bay window 

is Victorian, the projecting pavillion and its palladian window are 
meant to recall high-style Georgian architecture, and the unusual 
mixture of sash suggests the Craftsman style. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 


Berlin Land Records, 48:102 (1904) 
Directory, 1914 
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